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ABRSM exam discount scheme
Template policy for music services
We have produced this template policy to clarify the decisions that music services may wish to make regarding how to apply the scheme.  Music services are welcome to use and adapt the template to their local circumstances and document standards.  Text to replace is in square brackets, e.g. [Name].

[Name] Music Service has an allocation of £[amount] from ABRSM to subsidise exam fees for candidates who might otherwise not be able to take an exam on account of cost.  The current allocation covers the period 1 February 2024 to 31 January 2025 inclusive.

The scheme is entirely funded by ABRSM and is intended to enable learners to access an exam where they may otherwise be prevented for financial reasons.  It is expected that most will be first-time candidates.

We will make discounts available for the following reasons and at the stated levels:

	Eligible for [Name] Music Service remission
	5% - 95% in 5% increments, 33% 67%

	Eligible for Free School Meals
	

	Looked After Child
	

	Pupil Premium
	

	Live or go to school in these areas:
list towns, wards etc
	Intended for areas where there is a low or no culture of taking grade exams

	OR Attend these schools:
list schools
	Intended for schools where there is a low or no culture of taking grade exams

	Family bereavement with financial hardship
	

	Loss of employment in the household
	



The Head of Service may consider other circumstances.  Extra time will be required to confirm these discounts,  as other circumstance require the ABRSM’s prior approval.

Note that this is a financial access scheme.  If candidates struggle to access exams for other reasons (e.g. Special Educational Needs and/or Disability), this should be discussed with ABRSM in the usual way.  SEND is not usually itself a reason to offer a discount.
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