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 The Schools Limited Manufacture Licence is a joint 
licence from music rights organisations MCPS and PPL.

 The licence can be obtained via the Centre for Education & 
Finance Management (CEFM).

 This is a specially designed licence which grants schools 
permission to legally use music within productions recorded 
or copied onto CDs, DVDs, USB and other devices.

 The licence enables your school to produce content 
containing up to 120 minutes of music per copy. This allows 
the inclusion of music in content such as:

 The recording of student performances 

 Student films containing music

 Audio visual content for assemblies and presentations

 Supporting materials for classroom learning

 Recordings for curriculum requirements

 These items can be given away for free or sold by the school 
to parents as part of fundraising initiatives.

Schools Limited Manufacture Licence

What Does it cover?
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 Recording television programmes 

Requires a licence from the Educational Recording Agency 
(www.era.org.uk).

 Promotional/training materials 

Products that could be deemed promotional (i.e. school 
prospectus, materials for teacher training) would require prior 
approval from the rights holders. 

 Grand Rights 

Productions such as musical theatre plays, ballet or opera 
where characters and storylines are depicted will require a 
‘Grand Rights’ licence to be obtained directly from the rights 
holders.

 Online

School websites or intranet for example will require a Limited 
Online Music Licence (LOML) through PRS for Music

 Public Performance

The showing or playing of a recorded product in public requires 
a Public Performance licence from PRS for Music and PPL which 
can also be obtained via CEFM cefm.co.uk/licensing

Schools Limited Manufacture Licence

Are there any restrictions?

http://www.era.org.uk/
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 England 

The Department for Education (DfE) centrally pays for all 
schools and academies in England.

 Northern Ireland

The Educational Authority Northern Ireland (EANI) centrally 
pays for all maintained schools in Northern Ireland.

 Scotland

Licensing is currently on a school by school or Local Authority 
basis

 Wales

Licensing is currently on a school by school or Local Authority 
basis

 Independent Schools

Licensing is currently on a school by school or Local Authority 
basis

Schools Limited Manufacture Licence

Is my school covered?
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 A PRS for Music public performance licence grants 
permission to primary & secondary schools to play or perform 
music during non-curricular activities. This includes live 
recitals and the use of background music devices such as 
radios, TVs, CDs etc.

 We have a bespoke tariff for schools (Tariff EE); The annual 
licence fee is based on the no of pupils on the school roll at 
the start of the academic year. Annual fees start from £98. 

 Activities covered by Tariff EE include:

 All background music including staff rooms

 School discos and dances

 School sports events

 Extra-curricular clubs and classes

 PTA events

 Music on hold on school telephone systems.

 Dance/Aerobics classes, for students and staff of the 
school only

Schools public performance licensing

What does it cover?
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 Music played or performed as part of the curriculum

 Use of the school as a rehearsal space

 Use of the school for a family event

Schools public performance licensing

What does PRS not license?
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 Grand Rights 

Productions such as musical theatre plays, ballet or opera 
where characters and storylines are depicted will require a 
‘Grand Rights’ licence to be obtained directly from the rights 
holders (often a music publisher). It is essential that you obtain 
such permission before beginning rehearsals, especially in the 
case of musicals.

 Commercial uses 

 Onsite gyms open to individuals not associated with the 
school and/or operated commercially.

 Featured music at events, run by a party other than the 
school or where any profit or benefit does not go entirely to 
the school. This includes concerts, theatrical performances, 
dance and aerobic classes. 

 Performances at any other premises.

Schools public performance licensing

Are there any restrictions?
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 England 

The Department for Education (DfE) centrally pays for all state 
funded schools and academies in England.

 Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

Licences are issued by CEFM, who act as our licensing agent to 
collect royalties directly from the school or local authority. 

 Independent schools 

As above. CEFM act on our behalf to collect licence fees.

Schools public performance licensing

Is my school covered?
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 Limited Online Music Licence (LOML) is an annual blanket 
licence for digital services in the UK that offer musical 
content online to a UK audience. 

 It is a joint PRS & MCPS Licence, covering the communication 
to the public (PRS) and associated mechanical rights (MCPS) 
of our member’s repertoire when music is used within the 
following services:

– Digital Downloads

– Music On Demand

– Interactive Webcast 

– Webcast 

– General Entertainment

– Podcasts

– Clips

Limited Online Music Licence (LOML)

What does it cover?
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Examples of Online Music Usage in Schools

Digital Downloads
– Offering copies of school performances and/or music content for 

students to download

Music On Demand
– Backing track of music on school website for pupils in a music 

class to play along at home 

Webcast / Interactive Webcast
– Use of conferencing or education platforms (e.g., Zoom, 

Microsoft Teams, Google Classroom) for online teaching

General Entertainment
– Video playlist created by school showing highlights of recent 

school trip
– Use of school prospectus video on school website

Podcasts
– Creation of a podcast style show by students 

Limited Online Music Licence (LOML)

What does it cover?
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Limited Online Music Licence (LOML)

Are there any restrictions?

Sound recording 
rights

Synchronisation 
rights

Usage of any 
dramatico-musical 
works

Interpolated use of 
music

Adaptations of 
works

Usage of music in 
the form of a 
parody, pastiche, 
burlesque or 
derogatory

Services operating 
outside the UK or 
directed at an 
audience outside 
of the UK

Coverage on 
third-party 
websites
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 Northern Ireland

The Educational Authority Northern Ireland (EANI) centrally 
pays for all maintained schools in Northern Ireland.

 England, Scotland and Wales 

Licences are currently issued directly by PRS for Music

 Independent schools 

Licences are currently issued directly by PRS for Music

Limited Online Music Licence (LOML)

Is my school covered?



THANK YOU!

prsformusic.com
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Schools Limited Manufacture &  
Public Performance Licence 
Enquiries (via CEFM)

Phone 
01494 459 183

Email
info@cefm.co.uk

Online Licensing Enquiries

Phone 
020 3741 3888
(Mon – Fri 09:00-17:30)

Email
applications@prsformusic.com
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