
 
Emergency Instrumental/Vocal Provision Guidance for Parents 

Making Trombone Slides Move Freely  

Trombones require regular maintenance, ensuring they continue to work. This is vitally important with their main slide, 

ensuring that it remains clean and lubricated. This will allow pupils to move the slide freely, making it a lot easier to play. 

Please see below a picture of a trombone, with the main parts labelled. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Please see below the following guidance on how to ensure the trombone slide is kept in good working order: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*If you do not have any trombone slide cream or oil, please ask you teacher, which one is best to buy. Alternatively, just try cleaning with water to solve issue.  

  
 

If you are experiencing any problems with the trombone slide between lessons, please feel free to contact me on: 
Mark.Lowe2@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
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Main Slide 
Mouthpiece 

1 

Extend main slide  

2 

Clean inner slide with a wet 

cloth, removing any dirt 

3 

Now rub a large pea sized 

amount of trombone slide 

cream or oil* across inner slide 

4 

Move the trombone slide up and 

down, spreading the lubricant  

5 

Spray inner slide with a water 

spray bottle, keeping the slide 

moving freely 
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