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A Brief History

• Benjamin Britten wrote the original set of Friday Afternoons songs for his 
brother’s school in Prestatyn, Wales (1933 – 1935)

• 2013 was the Benjamin Britten Centenary and Snape Maltings encouraged 
groups of young people around the world to sing the original songs on 
what would have been the composer’s 100th Birthday – 70,000 young 
people took part

• From 2014 we began commissioning new repertoire from contemporary 
classical composers, and making them available for children around the 
world to sing

• We now have over 70 songs for young people’s voices available online, plus 
resources and training opportunities to support teacher development



Evaluation 
2018

Discussion with our core group 
of practitioners

An online survey with 103 
respondents

A telephone interview with 22 
respondents
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Benefits
High Quality Resources and 
Repertoire

Engaging with Contemporary 
Composers

Being Part of Something Bigger

“One of the things I value about 

Friday Afternoons is the musical 

quality. It would be a real shame to 

lose that. Others are doing singing 

for pleasure very well – it’s the high 

quality which is unusual.”



Barriers

LITTLE GUIDANCE FOR 
THE TEACHERS

RELEVANCE FOR 
STUDENTS

INCONSISTENCY OF 
RESOURCES



Friday Afternoons is a Snape Maltings 
led singing project connecting 

teachers and young people with 
contemporary composers, through 

creating high quality repertoire, 
resources and training to encourage 

challenging and exciting music 
making experiences for all.

What is Friday Afternoons?

















Project One 
Dot

“This is the first project I’ve come across that used a song 
as a basis for a whole term’s work – it was refreshing and 
inspiring.”

Teacher, Project One Dot

• An introduction to the Friday Afternoons world for Key Stage 2 leaders 
designed to guide the user through quality singing delivery and creative 
composition in a flexible and adaptable way.

• Every song in the project has a ‘one dot’ difficulty level (the easiest in 
the Friday Afternoons collection) and comes with free Charanga 
resources.

• Project One Dot has teacher skill development at its core.

• By the end of the project, you and your young people will have four well 
prepared Friday Afternoons songs that can be performed alongside 
original creative work, including musical exercises and your own Season 
Song.

http://fridayafternoonsmusic.co.uk/songbank-one-dot


Project One 
Dot focuses 
on:

Upskilling teachers, specifically around classroom 
composition and creative music making; focussing on 
the long-term application of these skills

Encouraging an approach to music that is process-
driven 

Encouraging flexibility and a broader approach to 
repertoire 

Deeper examinations of material: “life beyond the 
song”

Fostering confidence and an open-minded approach to 
creative music making sessions.





















How to get involved

• Register for a free account on the 
Friday Afternoons website

• Download the free resources 
available to you

• Get singing, and join the Friday 
Afternoons community!

www.fridayafternoonsmusic.co.uk
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2020: Russell Hepplewhite 
and Michael Rosen

Are you are a human being living on Planet 
Earth? If so, then this song cycle is exclusively for 
you! Michael Rosen and I have created 12 songs 
that cover everything about life, planet Earth and 
the Universe. The elements Earth, Air, Water and 
Fire are all covered; there are songs about what 
we are actually made of, and songs about how 
we engage with the world through movement, 
language and invention. We have tried to pack 
as much fun, beauty and silliness into the songs 
as we can possibly manage so we can inspire you 
to think about your own unique place in our 
amazing Universe.
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