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Ocarina Composer and the Curriculum 
 
Ocarina Composer pieces in 'Music Code-Cracker' and 'Music Music-Maker' support the playing of ocarinas, singing, 
composing and listening at KS1, KS2 and KS3. They are designed to fulfil the STATUTORY National Curriculum and to put 
all the key components of the non-statutory Model Music Curriculum into practise. 
 
The Model Music Curriculum lists four essential activities: Singing, Listening, Composing and Performing. The songs in 
both 'Ocarina Composer' titles fulfil these simultaneously. For example, audio backings in 'Music Code-Cracker' use actual 
sirens to introduce the melody for Song 1 'A&E Emergency'. Pupils listen to the audio whilst following the music in their 
books, then sing the song and play the tune by following two forms of musical notation. They then make up their own siren 
sounds and note them down graphically, or record them in other ways: see 'Music Code-Cracker Teacher' pages 30-31. 
 
In this one song, pupils learn to read tablature and stave music notation, tongue and slur notes, make instrumental and 
vocal siren sounds in time with backings, and freestyle as they compose their own. They become familiar with crotchets and 
minims, time signatures, bar lines, rests, and repeat signs on the stave. This fully immersive experience introduces the 
language of music in an active and participatory way. This is typical of all Ocarina Composer materials. 
 
Song 4 'A&E Emergency' is the first of 40 songs in Music Code-Cracker and Music Music-Maker. A second example in Music 
Code-Cracker shows how knowledge and skills build within a single book. In Song 16 'V is for Victory', pupils play themes 
from Beethoven's 5th Symphony. They learn about composing with rhythms and motifs, and about the use of Morse code 
in World War 2. They listen intently, like Morse code operators, in order to create their own coded musical messages. 
 
In this second example, pupils have progressed step-by-step over many months from Song 1 to Song 16, from playing two 
notes to seven, using an increasing variety of rhythms. They have sung lyrics to Beethoven's music, to learn the rhythm of 
the tune and the meaning of the music in preparation for playing it instrumentally. An ocarina player can gain Grade 3 in 
MTB exams with a performance of 'V is for Victory'. KS2 pupils can perform this song together as a whole-class activity. 
 
The ocarina is like no other class musical instrument, and 'Ocarina Composer' like no other music. The points below show 
just some benefits of using Ocarina Composer titles with ocarinas at all Key Stages. Any teacher can teach pupils to play the 
ocarina. The National Curriculum and Model Music Curriculum rely on pupils actively playing TUNED musical instruments 
and singing, to be totally immersed in the processes of making music. With Ocarina Composer, pupils listen, sing, and PLAY. 
 
 
A  Performing: skills 
 

• pupils sing and play in every lesson, as each song is prepared for both singing, and for playing on instruments 
• players practise tunes by tapping/clapping rhythms, feeling a pulse, singing/playing intervals, and echoing phrases 
• children sing more  accurately "in tune" after first playing ocarinas in a variety of major, minor and blues scales 
• small groups/whole-class ensembles learn to play in harmony, balance parts, observe dynamics, and keep together 
• singers and players develop controlled breathing, phrasing, tonguing, slurring, and clear enunciation of lyrics 
• they sing and play confidently because of the easily accessible D to D' one-octave range of all music and parts 

 
 

B  Creating: sounds 
 

• sound is the material of music, and these books encourage exploring and ordering sound in many creative ways 
• sound production involves experimenting with body percussion, vocalising, playing ocarinas + other instruments 
• imaginative pieces help to generate pupils' own ideas for creating soundtracks, layers, loops, riffs, theme-tunes 
• supportive frameworks prepare groups and soloists to improvise in the style and form of the piece being played 
• theme & variations, 12-bar-blues, binary, ternary and song form are practically introduced in pupil-friendly ways 

 
 

C  Listening: understanding and knowledge  
 

• listening to music in many styles and genres is part of learning to sing and play. Style examples are listed below: 
• Code-Cracker (Song No.): Calypso (3), Film (8), Folk (15), Minimalism (10, 11), Classical (16, 19) + listening quiz (41) 
• Music-Maker (Song No.): Bossa Nova (4), Jazz (3, 12), Blues (11), Rock and Roll (14 to 17), Classical (19, 20)     
• pupils identify musical elements such as dynamics, timbre, texture, harmony, structure, form, instrumentation 
• listening and reading go together as pupils hear, read and then play works by great composers/world musicians 
• they learn musical terms and follow notations, connecting music across the curriculum, relating it to the world  
 
 

Full instructions, facts, cross-curricular links & spin-off activities are included for every song in the Teacher Books.  
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* page numbers refer to Pupil Books; song numbers refer to both Pupil and Teacher Books, and to audio tracks

* the audio tracks support and encourage improvisa!on and crea!ve musicianship

Music Code-Cracker: Resources
Music Code-Cracker
– A5 Pupil / Class Music Book (20 songs)
Music Code-Cracker Teacher
– A4 Book, 68 pages: teaching notes, piano scores, audio CD
Music Code-Cracker soundtracks (audio CD / mp3)
– 42 playalong tracks: performances, backings, listening quiz

Composer Partner Titles: 
Music Code-Cracker www.ocarina.co.uk/code-cracker
Music Music-Maker www.ocarina.co.uk/music-maker

Class Packs www.ocarina.co.uk/class-packs
‘Adventurous Music-Making’ resources for English 4-hole Ocarinas
and the whole class band: sing, play, learn, enjoy, become musical.

Music Teacher Board: www.mtbexams.com/syllabus/ocarina
Ocarina exams feature ten pieces from Music Code-Cracker:
Pre-Grade Introductory: Song 4, 7, 13
Pre-Grade Higher: Song 5, 6
Grade 1: Song 2, 15, 17 (duet)
Grade 2: Song 3 
Grade 3 Song 16  
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Music Code-Cracker: Songs and PiecesM   

                   

          

  
 

        
  

          
      

       

   
 
 

 
      

          

   
       

    
   

     
   
     



Music Code-Cracker                                
Progress Chart

Playing 
Level     
2 to 10

MTB Exam   
Grades         

A, B, 1, 2, 3 

Name

  

Holds the Oc® securely and plays all the notes with a good sound

Can play Song 1 A&E Emergency with tonguing and slurring 2

Can make up and play other siren sounds (see p.14)

Can sing and play Song 2 Code Cracker to tell a story 6 Grade 1

Sings tunefully and enunciates lyrics clearly to convey messages

Can play Song 3 Coding Song with the backings 8 Grade 2

Handles playing and singing of syncopated rhythms well

Can perform Song 4 Secret Message with and without backings 3 Pre-Grade A

Understands high and low pitch sounds and how to produce them

Can play Song 5 Notes on the Stave rhythmically and steadily 4 Pre-Grade B

Understands how to read and play dotted rhythms in Songs 4 & 5

Can play Song 6 Musical Yo-Yo and read Oc-Box™ successfully 4 Pre-Grade B

Has tried singing “Twinkle twinkle” to the backings of Songs 6 & 7

Can sing and play Song 7 Black Hole in Space mysteriously 3 Pre-Grade A

Has heard the differences between this tune in major / minor keys

Experimented by making imaginative sounds in Trills and Thrills

Can play Song 8 Scary with all dynamics and effects 6

Understands “crescendo”, “trill”, “staccato”, and how to make them

Has identified and imitated sounds in the Listening Quiz (p.14)

Has made and played own sound pictures; understands notations

Can play Song 9 Spying by adding improvised notes 5

Explore acronyms to make up new tunes (see Teacher Book p.32)

Can play Song 10 Jigsaw in different ways: solo and in groups 6

Can count & play crotchet, minim, semibreve and quaver patterns

Can play Song 11 Mosaic in any order of numbered pieces 6

Can read D, E, F#, G and A on the stave, in crotchets and minims

Can play Song 12 NOON by following notation and lyrics 6

Plays and sings clockwise and anticlockwise around the page

Has explored Mirror Music in words, numbers and sounds

Can play Song 13 Big Ben in 5/4 and 4/4 time, keeping count 3 Pre-Grade A

Knows about Big Ben and its chimes (see Teacher Book p.42 - 43) 

Has made up four-note tunes and can play in different sequences

Can play and sing Song 14 Pealing Bells 3

Has made up and played own number patterns, as in Song 14

Can play and/or sing Song 15 Oranges & Lemons 6 Grade 1

Has made up three-note musical messages / answering phrases

Can play and/or sing Song 16 V is for Victory 10 Grade 3

Understands importance of Morse Code and Phonetic Alphabet

Has made up rhythms and tunes using both of the above

Can perform Song 17 EGG Waltz in two-part harmony 6 Grade 1

Has composed tunes using illustrated words from pages 28 & 29

Can play Song 18 Life in unison, and in harmony as a round 6

Has noted difference between major (Song 18) & minor (Song 19)

Can play Song 19 Enigma in unison, and in harmony as a round 6

Has sung and played instruments, performing solo and as a group

Can play Song 20 Mixed Message in unison & two-part harmony 4

Has played a sequence of several songs together in concert

Has performed to audiences on various occasions using this book

All materials copyright © 2022 D&C Liggins www.ocarina.co.uk – permission is granted for non-commercial copying of this sheet.
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    Music Music-Maker: Overview

Music Music-Maker: Resources
Music Music-Maker
– A5 Pupil / Class Music Book (20 songs)
Music Music-Maker Teacher
– A4 Book, 64 pages: teaching notes, piano scores, audio CD
Music Music-Maker soundtracks (audio CD / mp3)
– 40 playalong tracks: performance and backings

Composer Partner Titles: 
Music Code-Cracker www.ocarina.co.uk/code-cracker
Music Music-Maker www.ocarina.co.uk/music-maker

Class Packs www.ocarina.co.uk/class-packs
‘Adventurous Music-Making’ resources for English 4-hole Ocarinas
and the whole class band: sing, play, learn, enjoy, become musical.

Music Teacher Board: www.mtbexams.com/syllabus/ocarina
Six pieces from Music Music-Maker feature in ocarina exams:
Pre-Grade Introductory: Song 2
Pre-Grade Higher: Song 3
Grade 1: Song 12, Song 15
Grade 2: Song 4, 16 (duet)
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Music Music-Maker: Songs and PiecesM   

  
 

        
  

          
      

      

   
 
 

 
      

          

   
        

  
  

    
    



Music Music-Maker                                
Progress Chart

Playing 
Level     

3 to 11

MTB Exam   
Grades         

A, B, 1, 2 

Name

  

Holds the Oc® securely and plays all the notes with a good sound
Can sing / play Song 1 We have a Song at an increasing tempo 4

Able to speed up in controlled fashion in solo and group playing

Can perform Song 2 Summer Cold rhythmically and melodically 3 Pre-Grade A

Has made up simple two-note tunes and answering phrases
Can play Song 3 Doo Wah in a jazzy style with syncopation 4 Pre-Grade B

Has had a go at making up nonsense lyrics and songs

Able to play instruments confidently and sing tunefully

Can play Song 4 It’s Summertime coming in at the right moment 8 Grade 2

Plays the syncopated rhythms accurately with others and solo

Can play Song 5 Cuckoo Clock in unison and two-part harmony 5

Is able to choose which parts to play and in what order

Can play Song 6 We are the Team with good slurring / tonguing 6

Can clap rhythmic second section and sing in four-part harmony

Can play each of four parts in Song 7 Music Maker in any order 7

Willing to perform in different ways, with opinions as to the best

Can sing and play Song 8 Music Machine with enjoyment 8

Understands: chorus, verse, unison, harmony, rhythm, melody
Can play and sing Song 9 Spiralling 8

Understands: circle, spiral, square, rectangle, triangle, rhombus

Can sing and play Song 10 Around the Page in harmony 7

Has performed in a space with the music going around the room
Can play all the Fishy Scales on page 18 to different rhythms

Has made up a tune using one of the scales and notated it

Can play and sing Song 11 Rainy Day Blues with feeling 5

Has improvised new melodies and/or lyrics for this blues

Can play Song 12 Lazy Feet in a relaxed, jazzy style 6 Grade 1

Knows how to play and sing with a swing, to bring music to life

Can play and sing Song 13 Easy with minimal effort 3

Has memorised the piece to play and sing it accurately

Can play and sing Song 14 Here We Go 4

Plays and hears the chromatic and accidental notes accurately

Knows who “Elvis, Buddy, Cliff or Status Quo” refers to

Can play and sing Song 15 Play Your Oc confidently 6 Grade 1

Comes in on the beat and stays silent during rests
Can play Song 16 Ocarina Rock in unison, 2-parts and 3-parts 8 Grade 2

Can perform any of the three parts steadily against any other part

Can read a score by following each part across pages 24 and 25
Can play Song 17 Four Way Traffic as written on page 26 or 28 7

Has performed Song 17 or Song 18 in harmony

Can attempt to play Song 18 Somersaulting and reach the end! 7

Understands that making mistakes and getting lost are part of life

Can play Song 19 Turning using deep breaths for long phrases 8

Understands that theme and variations is a form of music

Can play all the variations and has experimented to add new ones

Can play and sing Song 20 Sausage Song with feeling and fun 4

Has examples of own improvised and/or composed music pieces

Has performed to audiences on several occasions using this book
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Ocarina
Stages of Playing

KS1 (age 5–7) KS1 playing KS1 extension

KS2 (age 7–11) KS2 preparation KS2 playing KS2 extension

KS3 (age 11–14) KS3 preparation KS3 playing KS3 extension

LEVEL 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
MTB Exam Grades A B 1 2 3 4 5

Adventurous Music-Making
Music Zero-to-Hero

1-2-3 Ocarina

Music Code-Cracker

Music Music-Maker

Music World-Explorer

Music Time-Traveller

Play Your Ocarina

Book 1

Book 2

Book 3

Book 4

Ocarina Carols

Songs of Praise

Instrument Choice
4-hole Oc® pieces

6-hole Oc® preparation 6-hole Oc® pieces
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